Handling/
liclease
Guidelines

PELAGIC LONGLINE GEAR

Guidelines for all turtles, regardless of size:

B Scanmainlineas far ahead as posable in order to sight
turtlein adwance. Thisreduces the possibility of the
turtle being jerked out of the water.

B Donot get ahead of the main line while picking up gear
to reduce the chance of fouling or running over gear and
turtle.

B Upon sighting the turtle:

& slowvessel and main line reel speed

& adjust direction of the vessel to move toward tuttle

% minimize the tension on the main line and leader
line with the turtle

B Holding the shap-clip of the leader containing the turtle,
contite to move toward the turtleat a ow speed.
STOP VESSEL and PUT IN NEUTRAL once turtle
15 brought along=ide.

B Fetrieveleader with tuttle dlowly, keeping a gentle,
cotgisten tension on theline Awvoid tugging or

vanking line quickly. DO NOT USE GAFFS OR
SHARP OBJECT Sto retrieve the turtle.

B Ensurethat enough slack or play isleft intheline to
lkeep tuttle near the vessel yet in the water until it can be
determnined whether or not it is possible to release turtle
in the water, or safely bring the animal on board.

B Ifwessel is equipped with "cut-out doors," use this cut-
out area to bring turtles aboard to mindmize the distatice

from the water.
For turtles too large to safely bring onboard:

B [fentangled (alive) and not hooked - use dippersto B Fring turtle on hoard hy grabhing hoth the shell and

cut theline DO MOT leave line attached. flippers, or by using a suitable dip net or other lifting
B Tfhooked externally - remove the hool without lifting dewice.

turtle clear of the water. [fthisisnot possible, cut the

line at the eye of the hook (or as closgas possible). DO NOT USE LEADER LINE CGAFF OR
B Tfhooked internally or in the mouth - cut the leader as :

clogeto the eye of the hoolk aspozable and leave OTHER SHARP OBJECTS.

hoolzin place to mindmize darmage.

”_ e L\M'J:,-_?’Ei.

To release turtle (1) STOP VESSEL and place in neutral; (2) Ease turtle gently into the
water, head first, through cut-out door if so equipped; and (3} Observe that turtle is safely

away from the vessel before engaging the propeller and comtinuing operations.




